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This course focuses on awide range of literatures on comparative politics. In keeping with the spirit of
comparative political science, most lecturesinvolve akey paired comparison of two countries. We will also
demonstrate how paired comparisons are changeable, given the types of questions one is pursuing. We will
concentrate on six countries in Southeast Asia: Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and
Burma. To fulfill the purpose of this course, we will discuss key themes from a comparative perspective,
including the study of institutions, state formation and state-society relations, types of regime, political
culture, political economy, and resistance and revolution.

[ ]

To encouage students to think beyond the normative understanding of " Southeast Asia’ and look into critical
contemporary issues facing the region--issues that had their historical origin. Also, to expect student's active
participation in class discussion, from the students' viewpoint that may challenge and contest the normative
understanding of this region.

[ ]

Class 1.
Southeast Asia: Natural Region or Product of Power and Knowledge?

Overview and Purpose:
Thisclassisto lay afoundation of the essence of Southeast Asian Studies with a purpose of analysing the
subject from an indigenous stance.

Required:

Donald Emmerson, “ * Southeast Asias What' sinaName?’ Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol.15,
No.1 (March 1984), Entire article.

Alice D. Baand Mark Beeson (eds), “© Contemporary Southeast Asia,” Third Edition, (London: Palgrave,
2018), Chapter 1.

Recommended:

Victor T. King, Defining Southeast Asia and the Crisisin Area Studies: Personal Reflections on a Region,
Working Paper No.13 (2005). Download: https://lup.lub.lu.se/search/files/4789058/3128704.pdf.
Thongchai Winichakul, Southeast Asian Studiesin Asiain the Age of Disruption, Institute of Developing
Economies. Download: https.//www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/sea/2020/49/2020 11/ pdf.

Class 2
Colonialism: The Ghost of Historical Past

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the roots of colonialism in Southeast Asia and the lasting impacts on the region to




understand the current political/economic/social situation of today.

Required:

Wang Gungwu (ed), Nation-Building: Five Southeast Asian Histories, (Singapore: ISEAS, 2005), Chapter 1.
Anne E. Booth, Colonial Legacies: Economic and Social Development in East and Southeast Asia, (Honolulu:
University of Hawalii Press, 2007), Chapter 1.

Recommended:

LeeJdun Jie “ Colonialism and ASEAN Identity: Inherited* Mental Barriers  Hindering the Formation of
a Collective ASEAN Identity,” Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia (December 2018). Download: https.//
kyotoreview.org/trendsetters/col onialism-asean-identity/.

Robert Elson, “ Reinventing a Region: Southeast Asia and the Colonial Experience,” in Contemporary
Southeast Asia: Regional Dynamics, National Differences, edited by M. Beeson, (New Y ork: Palgrave, 2004).
Download: https:.//espace.library.ug.edu.au/view/UQ:70159/HCA 10UQ70159.pdf.

Class 3
Nationalism and National Identity: Making of Enemies

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the formation of nation state in Southeast Asia with a specific focus on the building of
nationalism and national identity.

Required:
Clive Christie, A Modern History of Southeast Asia (1996), Any of these chapters: 3, 5, 7 and 9.
Pavin Chachavalpongpun, A Plastic Nation: The Curse of Thainess in Thai-Burmese Relations (2005/2010).

Recommended:
Mark Beeson (ed), Contemporary Southeast Asia: Regional Dynamics, National Differences (Chapter by
Berger).
Thanet Aphornsuvan, “ The Origins Malay Muslim *  Separatism’  in the Southern
Thailand; AsiaResearch Institute, Working Paper Series No. 32 (2004),

Class4
Ethnic Politics: Alienation and Statel essness

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the important role of ethnicity in the process of nation building by looking at the cases
of Myanmar and Indonesia.

Required:

Mary Cdlahan, “© Burma: Soldiers as State Builders,” in Muthiah Alagappa (ed)

Coercion and Governance: The Declining Political Role of the Military in Asia (2001).

Jacques Bertrand, Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia, Chapter 8.

Ivan Molloy, “ The Decline of the Moro National Liberation Front in the Southern Philippines,” Journal of
Contemporary Asia 18(1), 1988.

Recommended:




David Webster, “ Already a Sovereign People: A Foundational Moment in West
Papuan Nationalism, Pacific Affairs 74(4), Winter 2001-02,
David Brown, “ From Peripheral Communities to Ethnic Nations: Separatism in
Southeast Asid’  Pacific Affairs 61(1), Spring 1988.
Rizal G. Buendia, “ The Mindanao Conflict in the Philippines: Ethno-Religious War or
Economic Conflict?” in Aurel Croissant et al (eds), The Politics of Death: Political Violence in Southeast
Asia (2006), 147-88.

Class5
Authoritarianism: How has it Survived?

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the emergence of authoritarianism in the wake of colonial politics. The purposeisto
ask how colonialism sowed the seeds of authoritarianism in Southeast Asia.

Required:
Francis Fukuyama, State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century (2004).
Muthiah Alagappa, Political Legitimacy in Southeast Asia: The Quest for Moral Authority (1995).

Recommended:
Garry Rodan, Transparency and Authoritarian Rule in Southeast Asia: Singapore and Malaysia (2004).
William Case, Contemporary Authoritarianism Southeast Asia: Structures, Institutions and Agency (2013).

Class 6
Democratisation Stalled: How to Make it Survive?

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the birth of democracy in Southeast Asiaand its demise, also as aresult of the lasting
impacts of colonialism. It explores the cases of Thailand and the Philippines.

Required:

Pavin Chachaval pongpun (ed), Coup, King, Crisis: A Critical Interregnum in Thailand, Y ale Southeast Asia
Studies, Monograph 68, 2020. Introduction Chapter

Kyaw Yin Hlaing, “ The Politics of State-Society in Burma,” South East Asia Research 15 (2), 2007.

Recommended:

Benedict J. TriaKerkvliet, The Power of Everyday Politics: How Vietnamese Peasants

Transformed National Policy (2005).

Robert Taylor, “ Do States Make Nations?’ South East Asia Research, 13(3), 2005.

Tin Maung Maung Than, “ The Essential Tension: Democratisation and the Unitary State in Myanmar
(Burma),” South East Asia Research 12 (2), 2004.

Class7
Binary Politics: National VS Local, Rural VS Urban Struggles

Overview and Purpose:
This class isto discuss the widening socio-economic gap in Southeast Asiainvestigating the collision




between national and local politics as well as between rural and urban development.

Required:

Abinales and Amoroso, State and Society in the Philippines, Chapters 9 and 10.

Anek Laothamatas, “ A Tale of Two Democracies: Conflicting Perceptions of Elections and Democracy in
Thailand,” in Robert Taylor (ed.), The Politics of Electionsin Southeast Asia (1996).

John Sidel, “ Democratisation and Bossism in Contemporary Thailand and the Philippines,” DS Bulletin
27 (2), April 1996.

Recommended:

John Sidel, “ Philippines Politics in Town, District and Province: Bossism in Cavite and Cebu,” Journal of
Asian Studies 56 (4), November 1997.

Ben Reid, “ Historical Blocs and Democratic Impasse in the Philippines: 20 Y ears after People Power,”
Third World Quarterly 27 (6), 2006.

Benedict Anderson, “ Cacique Democracy” and“ Murder and Progressin Modern Siam,”  in Spectres of
Comparison (1998).

Class8
Power on the Peripheries and at the Local

Overview and Purpose:

This classisto discuss the issue of political marginalisation and how it communicated with the power centre.
It traces the impacts of the Cold War in Thailand and Indonesia to understand insurgencies in the two
countries.

Required:

Duncan McCargo, “ Thaksin and the Resurgence of Violencein the Thai South,” Critical Asian Studies, 38
(1), 2006.

Martin Gainsborough, “ Globalisation and the State Revisited: A View from Provincial Vietnam,” Journal
of Contemporary Asia 37 (1), 2007.

David Henley and Jamie S. Davidson, “ In the Name of Adat: Regional Perspectives on Reform, Tradition,
and Democracy in Indonesia,” Modern Asian Studies 42 (4), 2008.

Recommended:

Marc Askew, Conspiracy, Politics, and a Disorderly Border: The Struggle to Comprehend Insurgency in
Thailand’ s Deep South (2007).

“ Rethinking Thailland’ s Southern Violence,” Critical Asian Studies, 38, 1 (2006). Any article.
Martin Smith, State of Strife: The Dynamics of Ethnic Conflict in Burma (2007).

Class9
Monarchy: Anachronism?

Overview and Purpose:

This classisto discuss the issue of the monarchy in Southeast Asia to understand its survival and its future
direction at the time the wave of democratisation has continued to dominate the region.




Roger Kershaw, Monarchy in Southeast Asia: The Faces of Tradition in Transition (2002).

Soren lvarson and Lotte Isaga (eds), Saying the Unsayable: Monarchy and Democracy in Thailand (2010).
Pavin Chachavalpongpun, “ Monarchiesin Southeast Asia’ , Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia, Issue 13
(Mar 2013). Available at http://kyotoreview.org/wp-content/upl oads/Pavin-English.pdf.

Duncan McCargo, “ Network monarchy and legitimacy crisesin Thailand,” The Pacific Review, 18 (4),
December 2005.

Recommended:

Nazrin Shah, The Monarchy in Contemporary Maaysia (2004).

G Braighlinn, Ideological Innovation under Monarchy: Aspects of Legitimation Activity in Contemporary
Brunel (1992).

Class 10
L#232se-majest#233 Law: Shut your Mouth!

Overview and Purpose:
Thisclassisto discuss Thailand' s 1#232se-majest#233 law which forbids anyone from criticising the Thai
monarchy with a penalty up to 15 years. It examines how this law obstructs democratisation in Thailand.

Required:

David Streckfuss, Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason and L#232se-majest#233 (2011).

Pavin Chachavalpongpun, “ Thailand’ sL#232se-majest#233 Laws. A Potent Weapon” , East Asia Forum,
26 December 2011, (Available at http://www.eastasiaf orum.org/2011/12/26/thailands-lese-majeste-laws-a-
potent-weapon/).

Recommended:

David Streckfuss, The Palitics of Subversion: Civil Liberty and L#232se-majest#233 in the Modern Thai
State (Volume 4, 1998).

Gregory G C Moore (ed), The Open Society and Its Enemiesin East Asia: The Relevance of the Relevance of
the Popperian Framework (2014).

Class11
Disciplined Democracy: From Myanmar to Thailand

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the development of democracy in Myanmar and Thailand and asked why the
Southeast Asian states have been able to craft their own type of democracy for their own political purposes.

Required:

Marco Bunte: Burma s Transition to Disciplined Democracy: Abdication or Institutionalization of Military
Rule?, GIGA Research Programme: Legitimacy and Efficiency of Political Systems, No.177 (August 2011),
(Available at http://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/system/files/publications/wpl77_buente.pdf).

Lex Rieffel (ed), Myanmar/Burma: Inside Challenges, Outside Interests (2010).

Michael Kelly Connors, Democracy and National Identity in Thailand (2007).

Recommended:
David Scott Mathieson, “* Burma s Disciplined Democracy is a Mockery of UN Standards” , Human




Rights Watch (4 April 2011), (Available at http://www.hrw.org/news/2011/04/04/burma-s-disciplined-
democracy-mockery-un-standards).

Joshua Kurlantzick, “ Thailand: A Democratic Failure and its Lessons for the Middle East” , Council on
Foreign Relations (March 2011), (Available at http://www.cfr.org/thailand/thailand-democratic-failure-its-
lessons-middle-east/p244385).

Duncan McCargo, “ Thailand® sArmy Tears up the Script” , New Y ork Times (29 May 2014), (Available
at http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/30/opinion/thail ands-army-tears-up-the-script.html?_r=0).

Class 12
Socia Media and Politics: Twittemocratisation

Overview and Purpose:

This classisto discuss the emerging role of social media as atool for political change in Southeast Asia. It
also explores the role of youthsin politics and how social media empowers them through their political
movements.

Required:

William Atkins, The Politics of Southeast Asia s New Media (2002).

Quinton Temby, “ The Milk Tea Alliance and China s Soft Power Problem in Southeast Asia,”
Newsletter 89, International Institute for Asian Studies (Summer 2021), (Available at https.//www.iias.asi&/
the-newsdl etter/arti cle/milk-tea-alliance-and-chinas-soft-power-problem-southeast-asia).

Recommended:

Lawrence Bradford, “ Social Media Trends in Southeast Asia’ , Lawrencebrandford.com (March 2013),
(Available at http://laurencebradford.com/social-media-southeast-asi&/).

Shobha Badrevu and Lim Sun Sun, * Y outh, Politics and Social mediain Southeast Asia: Trends, Events and
Implications’ , Panorama (2012), (Available at http://www.academia.edu/2000316/Y outh_Politics and_
Socia_Media in_Southeast Asia Trends Events and Implications).

Class 13
Power from Below: New Alternative Political Forces

Overview and Purpose:
This class will showcase video clip concerning the birth of youths-led movement in Thailand in 2020. The
purpose is to create an understanding of anew type of movement in the region.

Class 14
International Politics: ASEAN and Regionalisation

Overview and Purpose:
This classisto discuss the international aspect of Southeast Asia by explicating the role of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in regional integration.

Required:
Rodolfo C Severino, Southeast Asiain Search of an ASEAN Community: Insights from the Former ASEAN
Secretary-General (2006).




Donad K Emmerson, Hard Choices: Security, Democracy and Regionalism in Southeast Asia (2009).

Recommended:

Pavin Chachavalpongpun (ed), ASEAN-US Relations: What are the Talking Points? (2012).
Michael G Plummer and Chia Siow Y ue (eds), Realizing the ASEAN Economic Community: A
Comprehensive Assessment (2009).

[ ]

Each student is required to read the week’ sassignment in its entirety before coming to class. (The books/
articles are available at the CSEAS library.) Each student will write a 2-3 page critical review essay on one of
the readings to be submitted the day before class (so | can read it and prepare my comments). If you fail to
submit the essay on time, you need not appear in class. One student will be assigned to lead each week’ s
discussion. The reflection essay is not a mere summary of the book/article. It should contain at the very least:
a. ThebooK sor books main thesis/theses (or in other words, what is the author trying to convince us of ?)
b. The manner in which the author supports the thesis (or how the author uses evidence to support his/her
arguments)

c. Other issues that are raised as supplementary themes or sub-themes

d. The significance of the book(s) to Southeast Asian studies and to comparative politics

Y our essays should examine the themes more in depth than the readings allow. They should be comparative
in scope; that is, compare and contrast between two countries.

[ ]

The student grade is divided into the following: essays (70%); contribution to class discussion (20%);
attendance (10%)

[ ]

[ ]

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism (London:
Verso, 1992).

Benedict Anderson, The Spectre of Comparison: Nationalism, Southeast Asia and the World (London: Verso
1998).

Vincent G. Boudreau, Resisting Dictatorship: Repression and Protest in Southeast Asia (London: Cambridge
University Press, 2005).




Mary P. Callahan, War and State-Building in Burma (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2005).

Pavin Chachavalpongpun, A Plastic Nation: The Curse of Thainess in Thai-Burmese Relations (Lanham:
University Press of American, 2005).

Pavin Chachaval pongpun, ed, Coup, King, Crisis: A Critical Interregnum in Thailand (Y ale Southeast Asia
Studies, Monograph No., 68, 2020).

Pavin Chachavalpongpun, ed, Rama X: The Thai Monarchy under King Vajiralongkorn (Y ae Southeast Asia
Studies, Monograpgh 69, 2023).

Noorhaidi Hasan. Laskar Jihad: 1slam, Militancy and the Quest for Identity in Post-New Order Indonesia
(Ithaca, New Y ork: Cornell University Southeast Asia Program, 2007).

Paul D. Hutchcroft, Booty Capitalism: The Politics of Banking in the Philippines (Ithaca, New Y ork: Cornell
University Press, 1998).

Andrew MaclIntyre, The Power of Institutions: Political Architecture and Governance (Ithaca and London:
Cornell University Press, 2002).

Alfred W. McCoy, An Anarchy of Families: State and Family in the Philippines (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press Center for Southeast Asian Studies, 1993).

Vicente Rafael, ed. Figures of Criminality in Indonesia, the Philippines and Colonial Vietnam (Ithaca, New
York: Cornell University Southeast Asia Program, 1999).

James C. Scott, The Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in Southeast Asia (New
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1977).

James C. Scott, Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed
(New Haven and London: Yae University Press, 1998).

James C. Scott, Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance (New Haven and London:
Y ae University Press, 1985).

[ ]

Sometime students will be requested to study out of class and will be assigned to read class materials, to
make a summary and possibly to make a presentation in class | ater.

This class will be held every Tuesday, 2nd period.
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Hans Wehr (ed.) and Milton Cowan (Englished.) A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (Arabic-English)
4th ed., Ithaca/ New Y ork: Spoken Language Services, 1994
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Y usuf Ibish and Yasushi Kosugi, eds., Turath al-Fikr a-Siyasi a-Idlami Bayrut: Turath, 2005
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Hans Wehr (ed.) and Milton Cowan (Englished.) A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (Arabic-
English) 4th ed., Ithaca/ New Y ork: Spoken Language Services, 1994
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https://publication.aa-ken.jp/( 2017 )
https://flipgrid.com/(FLIPGRID Video SNS )
https://www.bookwidgets.com/(BookWidgets )
https://loilonote.app/login/Ins?back To=%2F %2F(L oiLoNote School)
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https.//www.youtube.com/channel/UCfJONTGX eV nzHtrDFT3-df Q(Hindi Aacharya)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK s Y fgmEounhNQL5NUR_Vw( Indian Stories For Kids)
https.//www.youtube.com/channel/UCnyA L zPGN Szl O0B-It1ZoCg(Gyan Manthan)
https.//www.youtube.com/channel/UCSj Pe5kinQtwcyHcFIlyyMfw(Doordarshan National )
https.//www.youtube.com/user/abpnewstv(ABP NEWS )
https.//khabar.ndtv.com/(NDTV )
https.//www.youtube.com/user/agjtaktv(Ag Tak )
http://www.jansatta.com/(Jansatta )
http://www.indiapress.org/gen/news.php/Nav_Bharat Times/(Nav Bharat Times

)
http://www.jagran.com/(Dainik Jaagaran )
https://publication.aa-ken.jp/( 2017 )
https://flipgrid.com/(FLIPGRID Video SNS )
https.//www.bookwidgets.com/(BookWidgets )
https://|oilonote.app/login/Ins?back To=%2F %2F(L oiLoNote School)
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